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Cefebrating 75 years of Murntion at Aramoor

Forest Station State School 19gg - 1965

Establishment of School
Although the children of lhe Amamoor Forest Station had aF
ways attended the Diamond Field School, many parents
weren't happy with this anangement. They were wonied about
their childrens'safety, as they walked to and from school.
Their major concerns were the Lewis Crossing at Amamoor
Creekwhich reached dangerous levels during sudden storms;
the long distances travelled by the children and the amount of
schooling lost through bad weather.

Finally, in 1936, parentalconcerns prompted the community
to form a School Building Committee which consisted of
Messrs J. Williams, W. Byram, R. Fraser, H. Hinchcliffe, p.J.

Murphy, J. Coombes, R. Campbell, R. pearce and J. lnnis.

On the 3rd August, 1996, the secretary of the committee, Mr.
P.J. Murphy, wrote to the Director of Education, Mr McKenna,
making application for the establishment of a school in the
area, and stated that twenty children were eligible to start.
The community also enlisted the help of the local member,
Mr. H.F. Watker, M.L.A. whogave
his fullsupport to the project.

The Department appointed the
District lnspector, Mr. J. Farrell,

to reporton the feasibilityof build-
ing a new school. (See notes re
lnspector Farrell's commenls in

the Diamond Field State School
History.)

Acting on Mr Farrell's submis-
sions, the Department of public

Lands, on the lgth November,

1937, approved setting apart an
area of 3.3 acres of State Forest

Reserve R.4gS, parish of
Amamoor, for school putposes,

for a term ol 30 years at a pep-

percorn rental.

ByAugust 1938 the Department
decided not to proceed with
plans to relocate the Diamond
Field School buitding to Forest

Station. lt was felt that the cost
in removing, re-erecling, extend-
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ing and painting wouldn't warrant the cost and that a new
building was a better proposition. The question of erecting a
new building was refered to the Works Department.

Four months later, Mr. E.A. Arndt won the tenderto @nstruct
the new school at a cost of four hundred and twenty-eight
pounds. The Foresl Station Schoolwas completed in early
1939. lt consisted of one State School building o, the stand_
ard type for 40 pupils with a classroom measuring twenty_
one feet by eighteen feet and two eight foot verandahs, two
new E.C. buildings (pan system) and a one thousand gallon
lank. With the closure of the Diamond Field School, lhe fur_
niture, garden lools and pot plants were transferred to the
new building.

The Diarnond Fietd School closed on Thursday the 2nd March
and the new school opened for classes the next day, Friday
the 3rd. with an enrolment of 24 pupils. The head teacher,
Mr. Arnold Haugh, transfened from the Diamond Field School.

Three weeks later the school was officially opened by Mr
H.F. Walker, M.L.A. and the celebrations took the form of a
picnic with games and races, interspersed with plenty of
cakes, lollies, fruit and soft drink. The day ended with a dance
held in the school.
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Map ol Proposed School Site
Source'Queensland State Archives,
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Cebfirating 7i years of ilucation at Amamoor
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Application for Estalishment of New School at Farest Station
Source'Queensland State Archives'

Approval to seek Lease on Land
Sou rce'Queensland State Archives'

o*
Ei
roOnr- lIa<

-:\
ol
dlslelr. l

El
Hl

"l:l
!la -tl

rlEllEgt
{t }l l-
Gr Ellgfu
-d

E ;:1,
& jil,
E:#z:JEi : _rl,rL
i.itEi-z )./t

!
:
:

"<!<

ffi}i
iNHffi

\ :- z*-;i'rD*4* l$_w/ lg-7sl'/ -7-L 
I f,iF ta

fr*uf,Er*:l * 
i

puu.:iL*pr rnq prord puouBrqL-
,+io(lan roJ rr{roll roj :S.O C/S (g)
B puu rr.+,+aI 8Tq'.1 s8pelroEicr (t)

,y' te/a7-eq1"ro.L;rmocot (cl
S?dl rof requnoA rdj a1ur1 u11 (7)

+T_er{'+ JoJ ie,+?'rBroo tulpf InE
lsuo,+ r.l.+cl Blr.ti io-.6doc pueS (I)

J

,f
\

J,
\"8

r

>
=sl
5l

eN

stB@

a

52



Mrs Audrey Alford (nee Hinchctiffe) A First

Day Pupil:

'lwas attending Diamond Fietd and then

one day I was told that I was to go to

Forest Station as my school was clos-

ing. To my knowledge there was no dis-

cussion about moving schools. lt just

happened!

We had to help with the banking up of

the trees and rubbish that had been cut

down so the building could be built. We

also planted trees. The forestry camps

were opposite the school on the ftat, now

Amama Park.

Mr Haugh, the Head Teainer held a raf-

fle every Friday. His mother made

lamingtons andthis wasthe prize. Once

a month the prize was a big apple. We

had sport every Friday. I remember one

game in particularwhere you had to crawl

under a tarp and there was a tub full of

Head Teacher Mr Bob Haugh l94l

Ce6rating 75 years of Muution at Ana

Pupils across from the Schal 1940

School Band 1941

water with apples in it. you had to bob tor an apple and then crawl
out. Only in the latteryears of my schooting do I recall playing sport
against Amamoor School.

Mr Haugh had been living with his mother, but when she died he
partitioned off a section of the classroom as his living area.

Mrs Collins came once a week to teach us sewing, then later on, it
was Mrs Lawrence. Mr Haugh was vety musical and could play
anything, from the bagpipes to a mouth organ. He used to teach us

music, using his own instruments.'
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D ETAILS OF CLOSETS
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Cefebratitrg 75 years of Mucatbn at Amamoor
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Forest Station School 1939



Ce[ebratitrg 75 years of ilrcation at Amamoor

The school had been operating for 2 years when the head

teacher made application to the Department for a new tank.
The school tank was empty and the 34 pupils had to carry
water to school. Apart from the obvious lack of drinking wa_

ter the tank also serviced the vegetable projecl plot of 1g2

square yards, eleven trees, twelve roses, fourteen pot plants

and two 13 square yard flower beds.

The Department replied:

'Water suppfyfor scfiootgailenittg purposes flot arrungelfor by Depart-

ment. Ifu quution of at[itionat tanftin respefi of tfrz requiremen* of
tfu 34 cfrifiren sfrou[l ako 6e nwle ntntion oJ il opA.,

ln a 1949 memo from Building and Sites regarding accommo-
dation for the teachel it was stated ihat the School Commit-
tee had written to the Department stating that the Head
Teacher, 'lives in the school.' lt also made a comment about
the Head Teacher parking a motor car under the school build_
ing.

The recommendation was curt and to the point:

'Altbe fiimtfiat tfu tu{ucation Offiee Qazette of jd Iebruary, 1939,

[irects l{ead Ieocfiers tfiat tptor ctrs nust ,rot 6e phrtl unler s&oo[
iuitlings. th sfiout[ tfierefore [iscontiaucforttattitfr, tfu phcing ol fiis
car unterncatltfu *{oot 6ui{/hg.,

But not a mention of what lo do about the poor Head Teach_

eds accommodation!

The comfort of the pupils was obviously a priority for the local
member, Mr Max Hodges, when he wrote lo the Minister for
Education Mr Jack Pizzey (later premier) requesting a room
heater be installed because of the very cold location of the
school in the winter months. Hopefully the classroom at_

mosphere was enjoyed by pupils and teacher, and never be_
came overheated!

The school in 1963 was in a rather run down state, when the
District Supervisor ol Works requested urgent work be done
on the buildings. He wrote after inspecting the school:

"Ifie e4isting gnk, T-C. fiuitlhg fiu no prwisbn/or a [oor. A arru_
gatet ion scrun is prwild witfi a ilatten gate, 6ut [oes not eflsule

conpbte ptutaq of tfic fiuifiiflg. It b cotuilerd prwisbn of a f d
Q,lJ blge toor to tfiis unit is a matter of urgenq. T_stitutd co*, tfrir_

teen pounds anl att e{zx sfiil[itgs.,

And in regard to general repairs:

'Ific eaisting panbcfu to tfie Xnk anl 6oys E"C. iui{dhgs are ruste[ anl
unsenti,ceabb;f(y prooJgauze to tfu caihu* fras leterioratel; tfun is no

protbionfor bcft1ry tfie *fioo[gatu and gutteritg on tfu scfrovt 6uitd-

ing aal 5h*' nuts on tfu wintottt sfial* require cbaning out.,

Apart from the buildings needing a facelift, the Chief Medical
Officer of the day also recommended the road in front of the
school be sealed to prevent the dust from passing over the
school. But a more pressing problem for the children were
the mice which constanily invaded their lunch bags.

Spofting Group early 60's

fu fryr b tf r-r"[ 6y fu%
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Ce[ebratitg 75 ymrs of Mucatbn at Amamoor

Closure of School

By 1964 the pupil numbers had dropped to 10. When the

Government decided against spending money on concrete

rat proofing, the signs were there that the closure of the school

was imminent. The School Transport Service was introduced

two months later, and it was decided to bus the Forest Station

School children to the Amamoor School, 3 miles away.

The school closed on the 24th January 1965. The Special

Lease forthe site was sunended to the Crown and a rent

payment of one pound was received from the Land Adminis-

tration Commission.

The School buildings were sold by auction for one hundred

and sixty pounds to a Mr. M.J. Pringle of Gympie. The build-

ing is now a private home in Leonard Street, South Side,

Gympie.

School Closures

All schools had to submit an annual report to the Department

regarding reasons for the school closures during the year.

Forest Station recorded the usual, though occasionally there

were exceptions:

19210 June 23
Aug 29 - Sept I

1941 March 25

1942 Jan 27 -Feb2O
March 17

1943 AprilS

1944 Jan 24-28
Feb 1,4,7,11 &14
July 28

Sept 14
Dec I

1945 May 9
Aug20,2'1,22

1947 Jan 28 to Feb 6
Feb27
July 21

Nov 20

1948 Nov 19

1949 July 8
Oct 17

Educational Weekend
Teacher's lllness
Visit of U.S.A. Fleet

Building of Air Raid Shelters
Teacher's Medical
Examination
Car Trouble

Teacher's lllness
Teache/s lllness
Tyre inspection and visit to
Doctor
Attend Mr Murphy's funeral
Car Repairs and Visit to
Doctor
V.E. Day
V.P. Day
No Teacher
Wet Day
General Montgomery's
Holiday
Royal Wedding (Princess
Elizabeth and Prince
Phillip)
RoyalBirth (Prince'
Charles)
Dental Treatment
Petrol shortage

Memories of Past Pupils of Forest Station
School

Mrs Audrey Alford (nee Hinchcliffe), enrolted in 1939.

'Mychildren, Sharen, Gary and Darryl all started schoot in
the 60's at Forest Station. They had a very good teacher
in Mr Lynch. During their time there, indoor bowls were
played in the school. There was no discussion about the
school closing, but it was no surprise, as there were only

5 families. There had been a steady decline in numbers
after the Forestry camps closed.'

Mr Dennis Mitchell, enrolled in 1960.

'l remember going up the bush and cutting switdtes for
the teacher I think I'd wom out a few sticks already. All
the pupils dug the ground and planted pine trees at the
back of the school and they're still there today. Maybe we

had to replace the trees I'd used for switchesl

Mr Powell played cicket with the students, but the minute
he was out, it was back to class. We always made sure
he stayed at the wicket tor a very long, long time.'

Mrs Sharen Armstrong (nee Alford), enrolled in 1959.

'One otthe boys swore attheteacherand was sent home,

but rather than faOe his irate mother, he spent the whole
day under a tree in the rain. One of the girls used bad
language and MrPowell attemptedtowash hermouth out
with soap at the trough under the school building.

I had these beautiful triangular shaped red cedar rulerc
that Dad had made for me, but most of them were broken
round one naughty boy's backside when Mr Powell would
grab the ruler off my desk and whack the offender

There was a lot of sport played at the school and we did
very well at the Mary Valley Sports. Maybe it was M-
cause we all had to be involved, being a small school.'

Staff of Forest Station State School
Haugh, Arnold Robert

Mc-Taggart, Neil lnnes

Lynch, Vincent

Powell, LionelWlliam

Head Teacher

03.03.1939 11.04.1951

Temporary H.T.

05.06.1946 13.12.1946

Head Teacher

02.04.1951 13.02.1961

Head Teacher

23.01.1961 25.01.196s

- -I

llfiis page is sporcorel 6y Dmnis, fuye[een, Danief, IQi*opfier d lfronas 9],{itcfutt

56


